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Overlooked and Underserved:  The Gifted/
Talented English Learner (K – 12)
Reaching culturally and linguistically diverse gifted 
students who are English language learners is the ultimate 
goal of this workshop.  From identifying characteristics 
of gifted English learners, analyzing curriculum and 
instructional strategies and applying new learning to daily 
practices, this workshop cover the entire gamete. The 
culmination of this workshop includes the development of 
educational resources for gifted English learners.

Economically Disadvantaged Gifted/
Talented Students (K – 12)
Encouraging equitable representation of all student 
populations in gifted programs is the objective of this 
workshop.  Participants will be able to recognize the 
characteristics of economically disadvantaged gifted 
students as they relate them to assessment, identification, 
program services and instructional considerations. 
The Texas Performance Standards (TPSP) lessons 
will be used as a basis for meeting the State Goal for 
gifted students. Opportunities for family and community 
engagement will be discussed.

Twice Exceptional Students and Gifted 
Services (K – 12)
Understanding the characteristics associated with twice-
exceptional learners helps participants develop an 
understanding of specific needs associated with these 
students. In this session, participants will examine assessment 
and identification processes, demonstrate an understanding 
of service design options and examine curriculum and 
instruction for the twice-exceptional learner.  Additionally, 
explorations of family and community resources for the twice- 
exceptional learners will be presented and discussed as 
viable options for districts and campuses.

From Surviving to Thriving on Mars: Using 
the Independent Investigation Model 
(Elementary K-5) 
Research is a life-long skill that must be mastered in order 
to be successful in college, career and life readiness.  This 
research method is based on seven critical steps that allow 
students and teachers an opportunity to move easily through 
the research process without plagiarism.   Students move 
from topic selection, goal setting, research, organizing, goal 
evaluation, product and presentation. 

Terrestrial Real Estate:  Using the 
Independent Investigation Model (Secondary 
6-12) 
Research is a life-long skill that must be mastered in order 
to be successful in college, career and life readiness.  This 
research method is based on seven critical steps that allow 
students and teachers an opportunity to move easily through 
the research process without plagiarism.   Students move 
from topic selection, goal setting, research, organizing, goal 
evaluation, product and presentation. 

Meeting the Needs of Gifted Dual Language 
Learners (K – 12)
The objectives of this workshop are twofold.  The 
content objective is for participants to be able to identify 
the characteristics of gifted dual language learners 
and be able to plan for curriculum and instruction in 
a one-way or two way dual language program. The 
language objective is for participants to be able to 
share information in cooperative learning interactions.

Attending to the Affect: Social and 
Emotional Learning of G/T Students (K – 
12)
Many times educators focus more on the intellectual 
abilities of gifted students and not on the social and 
emotional issues that impact their ability to learn. 
This session will examine the characteristics of gifted 
students that tend to influence social and emotional 
needs.  Participants will investigate research-based 
topics that present as challenges in the area of social 
and emotional needs of gifted learners.  As they closely 
examine the characteristics and qualities of educational 
environments that impact social and emotional strengths 
and needs of gifted students, educators will seek to 
understand strategies that may be used to empower 
gifted learners to effectively deal with challenges that 
may be attributed to social and emotional characteristics 
they possess.


